City of Mount Vernon
Planning Commission Meeting
Minutes from July 5, 2016

Vice Chairperson Shelley Acero opened the meeting. Present were Planning Commissioners Adair Orr,
Fred Clark, and Chris Bollinger. Staff members Bob Hyde and Rebecca Lowell were also present. There
were two people in the audience. Planning Commission members Al Lyon, Linda Piazza and Tom Waller
were absent.

Minutes:
Minutes from June 21, 2016 were tabled.

Mrs. Lowell reviewed the Comprehensive Plan process to date including surveys, radio interview, public
outreach and 48 meetings.

A short video from the Association of Washington Cities was viewed. The video’s focus was on the roles
of Planning Commission, City Council and staff working on the preparation of the Comprehensive Plan.

2016 Comprehensive Plan Capital Facilities Element:

The Capital Facilities Element is a 20 year plan within the Comprehensive Plan to accommodate for
future growth. The Capital Improvement Plan, or CIP, is a six year plan that is part of this element. It is
updated annually to build and maintain the city’s infrastructure and services.

2016 Comprehensive Plan Economic Development Element:
This item was tabled to the next meeting.

2016 Comprehensive Plan Health and Wellness Element:

While this element is not required by the State the City feels it’s just as important as the other elements
within the Comprehensive Plan. Land use decisions do impact long term health of among the City’s
residents. The City has started with small steps and will build upon those. Mrs. Lowell requested the
Planning Commission contribute to a vision statement for this new element. A brief discussion regarding
the overall statement for the Comprehensive Plan ensued. Council has asked for additional focus on the
Skagit River. This will be added under Cityscape.

Miscellaneous:

e Due to the number of elements to review additional items may be added to the July 19"
meeting agenda.

e The City is in the process of choosing a consultant for a sub-area plan for the former Alf
Christianson Seed Company site.

e A brief discussion regarding the Comprehensive Plan and the housing crisis ensued. Mrs. Lowell
encouraged the Planning Commission members to include their message in the findings of the
Comprehensive Plan.

There being no further business Mr. Orr moved, second by Mr. Bollinger, to adjourn. Motion carried.



