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We provide professional, efficient services to create a lifetime positive difference for our Community.

More investment is needed to maintain basic conditions

The City of Mount Vernon Public Works Department’s Street Operations Division is | e

responsible for maintaining streets, and the storm drain and sanitary sewer
collection systems of the City. Specifically:

e 274 lane miles of streets, 150 miles of sidewalks, 5000 signs
o 31 traffic signals, 12 bridge inspections, 2500 pavement markings

In addition to the items listed above, the Operations crew are responsible for ditch
maintenance, alley grading, crack sealing, flood fighting, and inclement weather
response. These crews are BUSY!

The City of Mount Vernon has historically funded our street maintenance program
every year with revenue from real estate excise tax (REET) which fluctuates based
on the economy, fuel tax, & property tax. In 2015, we spent $450,000 for pavement projects. Our Public Works engineers work
diligently to track and monitor the condition of our pavement — recommending projects each year to the City Council within the
projected REET revenues. Unfortunately this revenue stream is proving to be insufficient to keep pace with basic
maintenance and preservation. Staff is recommending a minimum investment of close to $1 million per year just to
keep up on maintenance projects. This minimum recommendation does not include funding for new capital expenses
such as intersection upgrades or new roads.

What options do we have?

__________ 75% TIME Mount Vernon City Council has formed the Mount
Vernon Transportation Benefit District.

il

VERY GOOD

A transportation benefit district (TBD) allows the City to
create an independent taxing district for the sole
purpose of constructing, improving and funding
transportation improvements within the district
(Mount Vernon City limits).

GOOD

Rather than assessing a car tab fee, City Council has
chosen a more equitable funding solution by submitting
a November 2016 ballot measure (Proposition 1) for a
0.2% (.002) local sales tax increase.

PAVEMENT CONDITION
POOR FAIR

x
§ The impact of such a measure would be shared by all
x
s who use Mount Vernon’s transportation infrastructure—
I ) I T .
25% 50% 75% 100% if the measure passed, patrons of Mount Vernon
TIME (% OF PAVEMENT LIFE) businesses would notice an additional 10 cents on

a $50 purchase.
What would additional funds be used for?

100% of all TBD tax revenue from Proposition 1 goes directly to fund
transportation needs in the City.

The City would immediately use additional funding to “stop the slide” of
deferred maintenance by increasing the street overlay program, begin
reducing the number of ‘failed’ rated streets, increase normal maintenance,
and improve compliance with Federal ADA law requirements for sidewalk/
ramp/and signal specifications.

In addition, the City would be able to more adequately fund capital projects
such as intersection improvements.

For more information: www.mountvernonwa.gov (360) 336-6204
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WHAT DO WE GAIN BY INVESTING?

A successful passing of the Proposition 1 ballot measure this November will
allow the City of Mount Vernon to join over 20 other cities in Washington
State who are already directly addressing transportation needs by enacting
the same modest sales tax measure.

These cities are restoring and expanding their infrastructure. For the City of
Mount Vernon, a 0.2% (.002) sales tax bump would produce an estimated
$1.3 million for:

Future-minded funding for capital projects program
Leveraging more grant dollars (with matching funds)
Compliance with ADA requirements

Reducing our failed streets by 50% in 5 years
Increase maintenance in system

Stopping the decline in pavement condition
Enhancing the safety and usability of our roads

Revenue Dedicated to Transportation & Maintenance
Streets Operating Fund, Arterial Street Fund, REET Il Program - In $1,000's
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| Total/Year 2,326 2,190 1,411 1,217 1,083 1,091 1,264 1,343 1,539
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