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CONTACT US
city departments

Mayor’s Office

(360) 336-6211
mvmayor@mountvernonwa.gov
City Attorney

(360) 336-6203
mvattorney@mountvernonwa.gov
Development Services

(360) 336-6214
permittech@mountvernonwa.gov
Finance

(360) 336-6207
mvfinance@mountvernonwa.gov
Fire

(360) 336-6277
mvfire@mountvernonwa.gov
Human Resources

(360) 336-0636
mvhr@mountvernonwa.gov
Information Services

(360) 419-3240
is@mountvernonwa.gov
Library

(360) 336-6209
mvlibrary@mountvernonwa.gov
Parks & Enrichment Services

(360) 336-6215
mvparks@mountvernonwa.gov
Police

(360) 336-6271
mvpolice@mountvernonwa.gov
Public Works

(360) 336-6204
mvengineering@mountvernonwa.gov
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Mayor’s Message
City of Mount Vernon

cont
covid-19
act your
safety

r e p r e s e n tat i v e
Mount Vernon City Council

I

n a year that has presented us with
some of the most unique challenges,
trials and obstacles in recent history;
most of us are more than eager to move
on, to look ahead to 2021 and to recovery from
the pandemic. We still have a long way—I
believe it will be another year before some
‘normalcy’ returns. I hope that you will join
me in appreciating the strength and the
resiliency that this community has exhibited to date.

Ward 1

Iris Carias
irisc@
mountvernonwa.gov
Ward 1

Pending Appointment
December 2020

I’ve watched as Mount Vernon residents have rallied to support
and sustain our local businesses and non-profits. I’ve been
humbled by how many of you have reached out to city hall to
find out how you can volunteer to assist us in maintaining our
city services. Through a global pandemic, through national civil
unrest, and through widening political division; I have been
proud of how the vast majority of Mount Vernon residents have
demonstrated hope, tolerance and perseverance through their
actions.

Ward 2

Mark Hulst
markh@
mountvernonwa.gov
Ward 2

Gary Molenaar
garym@
mountvernonwa.gov

Your city staff is striving to live-out those same qualities.
City Council and I have had to make difficult decisions about
varying levels of staffing and services—how and when to scale
back, when to close, and when to open back up. I believe that
we have positioned our city for a strong finish, coming out of
this pandemic. Efficient staffing levels, a balanced budget, and
with sights continually set on potential growth opportunities—
Mount Vernon will rise above this present uncertainty.

Ward 3

Melissa Beaton
melissab@
mountvernonwa.gov
Ward 3

Mary Hudson
maryh@
mountvernonwa.gov

The phrase “we are in this together” gets thrown around a
lot these days, but the sentiment could not be closer to reality
for us. Our hope is to provide the residents of Mount Vernon
with professional, efficient services to create a lifetime positive
difference for our community. THANK YOU for partnering in
that mission with us. We are so glad to be “in this together”
with YOU!

Jill Boudreau
Mayor

At Large

Richard Brocksmith
richardb@
mountvernonwa.gov
Find your
city ward map
and more at
mountvernon
wa.gov/98/
citycouncil

Mailing Address

910 Cleveland Avenue
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Message Phone
(Mayor’s Office)

(360) 336-6211

mountvernonwa.gov |
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How to Stay
Informed

our

City Council meetings
during COVID-19

As necessary for now during the COVID19 pandemic, City Council regular
business meetings are held via Zoom video
conferencing. Meetings begin at 6pm. City
Council business meetings are currently held
on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month.

Live viewing for the general
public is available in three
different options:
•
•

Explore the City website for information about your city,
mountvernonwa.gov
•
Video Center. Our video center hosts gavel-to-gavel coverage of City
Council meetings and other city events. mountvernonwa.viebit.com.
•
Special Topics. The finance
page hosts the city budget, and
information about policing
is found on the robust police
page. mountvernonwa.gov/8/
Departments
•

Comcast TV Channel 10
City of Mount Vernon YouTube
channel
•
Conference call (audio only)
Instructions for viewing are always
available on the published City Council
meeting agenda, along with the meeting
date and time, mountvernonwa.gov/
AgendaCenter. You can also call City Hall
at (360) 336-6211. Recorded video and
audio of Council Meetings are accessible
after the meeting from the city website’s
Video Center, mountvernonwa.viebit.com

Keep in touch via ‘NOTIFY ME’
feature. You can receive published

agendas, meeting notices, the
mayor’s e-newsletter, and more.
Customize the information
to your needs and interests.
mountvernonwa.gov/notifyme
All notices of public hearings and
passed ordinances are posted in the
Skagit Valley Herald and posted on our
city website, mountvernonwa.gov
For questions regarding meeting times,
places, agendas, or ADA access, please
call City Hall at (360) 336-6211.
Mount Vernon City Hall
910 Cleveland Avenue
Mount Vernon WA 98273
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Public comment

The City Council is still accepting public
comment via written email or letter that is
publicly read into the record. Send comments
to council@mountvernonwa.gov or via the
city’s mailing address, 910 Cleveland Avenue;
Mount Vernon, Washington 98273.

For the most current information & updates
Statewide—coronavirus.wa.gov | Skagit—skagitcounty.net

Help keep this season fun,
festive, and COVID-free.
The safest choice this season is to not gather in person
with people you don’t live with.
Here’s what we know: We must prevent runaway spread of COVID-19 in Washington state. The safest choice
this season is to not gather in person with people you don’t live with. By making that choice, you will help control the
spread of COVID-19. If you decide to gather with people from outside your household, there’s always a risk of spreading
COVID-19 infection. Our individual actions make a difference.
INDOOR GATHERING RESTRICTION: Gathering in groups is the number one cause of infections in Skagit County.
Indoor social gatherings are currently not allowed unless all guests meet restriction requirements. Visit the state website
coronavirus.wa.gov for current restriction guidelines. All COVID information noted here is current as of November 20, 2020.
Fewer, shorter and safer interactions are crucial: Shrinking your social circle and skipping indoor
gatherings are both important right now. Reducing close contact with others is paramount. The more people we
interact with at a gathering and the longer that interaction lasts, the higher the risk of becoming infected.
The safest action for everyone is to avoid gatherings, even outdoors, and find different ways to celebrate this season.

New takes on old traditions.
safe celebrations during covid
This year, our game days, family gatherings and holidays will be a little different. And that’s hard. But there are lots
of ways to have a little more time together, even when we’re apart. This is not forever, but for now.
On-screen get togethers: Sure, it won’t be quite the same, but virtual gatherings can take the sting out of being
apart. Getting together online to cook, open gifts, decorate desserts, do a craft project, listen to a playlist, or read
stories can create a bit of the togetherness we crave. Consider time zones when scheduling, and make sure that
any people who are not tech-savvy get help beforehand so they can be included.
Secret gift exchange: Assign each family or friend a name, and ask them to mail or do a no-contact delivery of
a small gift they make or buy for their assigned person [hint: support a local business when buying a gift or DIY
materials]. Open gifts on a group video chat and try to guess who gave what to whom.
Remote potluck: Rather than getting together, you can assign dishes to friends and family and deliver them to
one another’s homes. Or deliver just the ingredients for a dish or meal. Then, log in to your favorite video chat
app to cook or dig in.

mountvernonwa.gov |
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Do a health check. Ask if anyone has had symptoms (cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html)
such as cough, fever or shortness of breath, in the last 2 weeks. Ask guests to check their temperature before arriving.
Anyone with a fever—or who has had other symptoms or knows they have been exposed to someone with COVID-19
Do a health
check.
Ask if anyone has
had
symptoms (cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html)
within
the last
2 weeks—should
stay
home.
such as cough, fever or shortness of breath, in the last 2 weeks. Ask guests to check their temperature before arriving.

Consider
the
children.who
Kids
have
trouble
playingor6knows
feet apart,
so wearing
masks
and frequent
hand-washing may be
Anyone with
a fever—or
has
had other
symptoms
they have
been exposed
to someone
with COVID-19
within
the last
2 weeks—should
stay home.kids under 2 should never wear masks!
the
safest
plan
of action. Remember:

Staying home is still safest.

Consider
the children.
Kids
have trouble
6 feet
apart,
masks
and frequent
may be bring their
a food
plan. Talk
through
detailsplaying
like how
food
willso
bewearing
shared.
The safest
optionhand-washing
is to have everyone
 Make
the safest plan of action. Remember: kids under 2 should never wear masks!

own
If sharing,
food
aheadand
of time
individual
servings and forgo communal bowls and utensils.
If you do
go food.
out, keep
it quick,separate
keep your
distance
wearinto
a face
covering.

 Clean,
clean, clean.
If you’re
hosting,
frequently
disinfectare
surfaces
people
mayof
encounter
during their visit.
Have ‘the
conversation’
about
how safe
household
members
being that
during
thiscommunal
time
increased
own
food. If sharing,
separate
food all
ahead
of time into
individual servings
and forgo
bowls andinfections
utensils.
rates. Get
really clear
about how
you will make
safety
a priority(including
when spending
time
together. Set ground
rulesbefore
that
Consider
pre-event
quarantine.
Can
all
participants
yourself)
self-quarantine
for 14
days
Clean,
clean,
clean.
If
you’re
hosting,
frequently
disinfect
surfaces
that
people
may
encounter
during
their
visit.
will 
helpthe
everyone
know what to expect.
gathering?






Make a food plan. Talk through details like how food will be shared. The safest option is to have everyone bring their

Consider pre-event quarantine. Can all participants (including yourself) self-quarantine for 14 days before

Recreate
and
do business
locally
to avoid
spreading
the virus
across
county
lines.
Get
tested.
If you have
been
around
many other
people
or do
not regularly
wear a mask, get a COVID-19yOUR
test to
the
gathering?
make
sure
you’re
negative.
Take
into
account
that
it
can
take
a
few
days
to
receive
test
results.
If
you
test
negative,
LOCAL
source
Get tested. If you have been around many other people or do not regularly wear a mask, get a COVID-19 test to
LOCAL
THE
ECONOMY—HOW
YOUyour
CAN
HELP
you
still
need
to wear
a mask
distance
from
others
when
youtest
socialize.
for pandem ic
make
sure
you’re
negative.
Takeand
into keep
account
that
it can take
a few
days to
receive
results. If you test negative,



in formation

you
still need
to wear
mask andare
keep
your distance
from
others
when you socialize.
Did you
know
that your
citya services
funded
in part by
sales
tax revenue?
The more you

While
Gather
patronizeYou
Mount
Vernon businesses the more you support valuable services like police, library,

skagitcounty.net

While
Gather
parks
andYou
streets.
Here’s what happens when you ‘shop local’*
6 0 - they
4 1 6leave
-1500
Wash early and often. Ask adults and kids to wash hands on arrival, before and after eating, and 3
before
Wash
earlyfor
and
Askseconds.
adults
and
to is
wash
hands on
andhand
after sanitizer.
eating, and before they leave
 with
More
of soap
your
money
is 20
kept
in your
local
economy.
atoften.
least
If kids
there
no access
toarrival,
a sink,before
provide
Skagit County
with soap for at least 20 seconds. If there is no access to a sink, provide hand sanitizer.
For every $100 you spend at locally owned businesses,
Gather outdoors if at all possible. If indoors, open windows to increase ventilation.
Public Health
Gather
outdoors
if
at
all
possible.
If
indoors,
open
windows
to
increase
ventilation.
$68 will stay in the community.

Mask
up.
Wear
a
face
covering
at
all
times
when
not
eating.
Consider
having
extra
masks
on
hand
if
people
forget.
times when not eating. Consider having extra masks on hand if people forget.
 Mask up. Wear a face covering at allYou
create local jobs. Local businesses are better at creating higherservings.Avoid
Avoid
communal
food
sharing utensils,
even
with and
babies
and
young children.
Separate servings.
communal
food
andand
sharing
evenWhen
with
babies
young
children.
 Separate
paying
jobs
for
yourutensils,
neighbors.
you shop
locally,
you help create jobs for
Don’t
drinks.
Don’t share
share drinks.
teachers, firemen, police officers, and many other essential professions.
Avoid close
close contact.
and
airair
hugs
only,
and and
prepare
kids ahead
of timeof
to time
do the
contact.Smiles
Smiles
and
hugs
only,
prepare
kids ahead
tosame.
do the same.
 Avoid
You help the environment. Buying from a locally owned business
conserves energy and resources in the form of less fuel for transportation and
AfterYou
You Gather
After
Gather
less packaging.








hands (again). Wash for 20 seconds with soap and water.
 Wash
You nurture community. Local business owners know you, and youthat
know
Sanitize. Clean all surfaces (cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/disinfecting-your-home.html)
 Sanitize.
all surfaces
(cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/disinfecting-your-home.html)
that
them.
Studies
havecounters,
shown that
local businesses
donate
to community
causes
 may haveClean
been touched
by guests
such as
tabletops,
doorknobs
and bathroom
fixtures,
with soap and
Wash hands (again). Wash for 20 seconds with soap and water.





may
have
touched
by guests
suchthan
as tabletops,
doorknobs
atagent.
more
twice the counters,
rate of chain
stores. and bathroom fixtures, with soap and
water
first,been
and then
a disinfecting
water first, and then a disinfecting
agent.
* Source:
Civic Economics – Andersonville Study of Retail Economics.
Watch for symptoms. Alert others at the gathering if there’s a positive test among anyone in attendance.

Learn more
(doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/TestingforCOVID19)
about what
toamong
do if you’ve
beenin
exposed.
Watch
for symptoms.
Alert others at the gathering if there’s a positive
test
anyone
attendance.
Check out the 2020 holiday shopping guide from Mount Vernon Downtown Association.
Learn more (doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/TestingforCOVID19) about what to do if you’ve been exposed.
Business websites and their phone numbers are listed in the guide. Call or shop online!
downtownmountvernon.org/holiday-shopping-guide
IF YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS STRUGGLING...

Reach
out. Reassure
them SOMEONE
that you are there forWHO
them. Some
for how to show support while maintaining
YOU
KNOW
ISideas
STRUGGLING...
IFIF
YOU
KNOW
SOMEONE
WHO IS STRUGGLING—HOW
YOU CAN HELP
physical distance:

testing

Skagit County

Reach
Reassure them
themthat
thatyou
youare
arethere
therefor
forthem.
them. Some ideas for how to show support while Public
maintaining
Health has drive-thru
Reach out. Reassure
a regular day or time for a check in call or video chat.
• Setideas
testing located at Skagit County
physical
distance:
Some
for how to show support while maintaining physical distance.
Setaaregular
regularday
dayorortime
timefor
fora acheck-in
check in
call
video
chat.
call
oror
video
chat.
••Set
501 Taylor Street, Mt Vernon
Drop off a homemade treat, takeout from their favorite restaurant, or a favorite book.
• Mail
themaaletter
letteroffering
offeringwords
wordsofof
encouragement
and
love.
them
encouragement
and
love.
• Mail
Listen without judgment.
Mon, Wed, Fri 10 am - 4 pm
• Drop
offaahomemade
homemadetreat,
treat,a takeout
from
their
favorite
restaurant,
or a restaurant.
favorite book.
off
favorite
book,
or
takeout
from
their
favorite
••Drop
Tues, Thurs noon - 7 pm
Reassure them that it is ok to feel sad, anxious and lonely during this time, and that this is not forever.
Listen
without
judgment.
Also
remind
them
there
is
help
available
to
them
if
they
need
it.
skagitcounty.net
• Listen without judgement.
If possible,
arrange
for
both
of
you
tosad,
get tested,
then
self-quarantine
for
two
weeks.
Then
you
can
plan
a long visit
Reassure
them
that
it
is
ok
to
feel
anxious
and
lonely
during
this
time,
and
that
this
is
not
forever.
•
• Reassure
them that it is okay to feel sad, anxious and lonely during this time, and that it is not forever.
to help give them the support and comfort they may need this time of year.
Mail them a letter offering words of encouragement and love.

Fairgrounds (South Gate)

Alsoremind
remindthem
themthere
thereisishelp
helpavailable
available
them
if they
need
Also
toto
them
if they
need
it. it.

Ifpossible,
possible,
arrangefor
forboth
both
ofyou
you
get
tested,
then
self-quarantine
weeks.
can
plan
a long visit
are experiencing
stress
dueofto
COVID-19,
call
the then
Washington
Listens linefor
atfor
833-681-0211
forThen
support
and
resources.
arrange
toto
get
tested,
self-quarantine
twotwo
weeks.
Then
youyou
can
plan
a long
•IfIfyou
to help
givegive
them
thethe
support
andand
comfort
they
may
need
this
time
ofofyear.
visit
to help
them
support
comfort
they
may
need
this
time
year.

To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of hearing customers, please call 711
If you
are experiencing
due to COVID-19, call the Washington Listens line at (833) 681-0211 for support and
Relay) orstress
email
If (Washington
you are experiencing
stresscivil.rights@doh.wa.gov.
due to COVID-19, call the Washington Listens line at 833-681-0211 for support and resources.

resources.

To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of hearing customers, please call 711
(Washington Relay) or email civil.rights@doh.wa.gov.

Learn more at coronavirus.wa.gov/gatherings

Learn more at coronavirus.wa.gov/gatherings
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inSIDE
your
city library

Library Services

curbside pickup and book drops
are open! weekly online storytime
Contactless
Curbside Pickup

M o u n t Ve r n o n C i t y
Library now offers 100%
contactless services for
curbside pickup.
Upon arrival, simply
show us your ID through
the window, and have
your trunk open for us
to place your items in.
Improved Internet
Access

Chromebooks & Printing Services

The library upgraded its
Wi-Fi router to provide
higher quality internet
access to the community
and a broader signal
range that reaches the
entire parking lot.

The library has Chromebooks available to borrow during curbside hours: Tuesday-Friday 11 am
to 6 pm and Saturday 11 am to 3 pm. Exchange your photo
ID to use a Chromebook in our parking lot.
Printing services are also available: email your print job
to MVCLprint@gmail.com and pick it up during curbside
hours. The cost is $1 for every 10 pages (exact change, please).
Storytime

Our Youth Services department offers storytime twice a
week on Facebook and YouTube, along with book-themed
activities for children and their caregivers.
For school-aged kids, a new bi-monthly publication
called After School Special—with art, STEM, games, book
recommendations, and more—is available on the 2nd and
4th Friday of each month. mountvernonwa.gov/1033/youth
Email the Library at mvlibrary@mountvernonwa.gov or
call (360) 336-6209 with questions.

mountvernonwa.gov |
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inSIDE
your
city parks

Parks during COVID

play it safe. mask up. enjoy the new Art,
pickleball, parking—And bike skills park

L i t t l e M o u n t a i n Pa r k :
w ha t ’ s n e w

mountain bike riders. The goal is to open a small
section of the Bike Skills Park this fall/winter.
Bike trails are cross-country oriented, and
offer features to help riders of all abilities
practice balancing, negotiating obstacles,
turning, and other skills. The family-friendly
facility, designed for year round use, is linked
to community trails and the greater Little
Mountain trail system.

The Bike Skills Park at
Little Mountain Park
Beginner bike
skills trail.

Intermediate bike
skills trail.

New Parking Lot Open

The city opened a new 54-stall parking lot
at the base of Little Mountain Park this past
September. The new lot more than triples the
previous parking capacity and minimizes the
dangers of the past practice of on-road shoulder
parking. New trailhead connections have been
added to the parking lot to provide direct access
to existing hiking and biking trails.
“This expansion increases recreational
opportunities for the community to get outside
and be active,” says Mount Vernon Parks Director
Jennifer Berner. “And this [lot] provides a safe
way to come and go from this amazing park
that has over 522 acres of diverse recreational
opportunities with breathtaking views, tranquil
forests, beautiful creeks and miles of trails.”
Bike Skills Park Coming Soon

The new Bike Skills Park is under construction
at Little Mountain Park and when complete
will consist of a compact, two-mile trail system
dedicated to beginning and intermediate

8
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will consist of a compact
two-mile trail system
dedicated to beginning
and intermediate
mountain bikers.
The Mount Vernon Parks Foundation partnered
with Evergreen Mountain Bike Alliance to build
the bike trails. Work was postponed due to the
Covid-19 pandemic but small groups, abiding
by pandemic protocols, are back working on the
trail system.

n e w t o H i ll c r e s t P a r k :
A r t , P i c kl e ball C o u r t s
New Art Sculptures

Art, in its many forms, is connected to the
community—it serves to enrich the physical,
economic, social and cultural elements of
a community. The City of Mount Vernon is
fortunate to have four art sculptures added to

in.stal.la.tion / noun

1. The action or process of
putting something in
place, that stays in place.
Installations often envelop
the user or viewer in the
space of the work.

“Halo,” one of
three donated
sculptures
recently
installed in
Hillcrest Park.

its public art collection. All four new sculptures
have been placed in Hillcrest Park.
Mount Vernon residents Hella and Hal Lee
approached the city generously asking to donate
three art sculptures. The Lees invited the idea
of locating the art sculptures in Hillcrest Park,
which forged the idea of an outdoor sculpture
park within Hillcrest Park. Both the Arts
Commission and City Council were thrilled
to accept the sculptures and liked the idea of
creating a sculpture park within Hillcrest Park.
The three donated art sculptures are “Halo” (a
granite piece), “Goddess” and “Fish Vane” (both
stainless steel pieces).
The fourth art piece, “The Window,” depicts
the Skagit Valley with a bright sun, towering
mountain and a robust river. The Plexiglas
sculpture was created by students of Skagit
College. The city continues to work with the
college’s Metals Department to design art
pieces that enhance Mount Vernon’s public
spaces and provide quality projects to the
students.

Much like our public parks, art can have a huge
positive impact on our mood and emotions,
making us feel happier, calmer, or even feel
inspired to take positive action. Combining art
with our parks enhances the quality of life for

“The Window,”
one of four new
art installations
in the city, with
Skagit College
partner-artists.
Photo taken pre-COVID-19.

mountvernonwa.gov |

in o u r c i t y

9

inSIDE
your
city parks

residents and visitors.
New Pickleball Courts Open

Did you know that pickleball is the fastestgrowing sport in America? The Mount Vernon
Pickleball Club, the Mount Vernon Parks
Foundation and the City of Mount Vernon
Parks and Enrichment Services Department
partnered to convert the two south tennis courts
at Hillcrest Park into six dedicated and lighted
Pickleball courts.
The project is complete and is open to the public.
If you are a seasoned player or someone looking
to learn the sport, come out and enjoy the new
courts! The courts are a great new addition
that will improve opportunities for people
to discover and enjoy the sport of Pickleball,
fostering community health and wellness for
many years.

When visiting city parks
please abide by pandemic
protocols – Play It Safe –
Stay home if you are sick
– Wear a face covering in
public – Stay 6 feet from

Pickleball courts in
Hillcrest Park. Play it safe!

others – Follow group size

Your cooperation is

guidelines – Wash and

paramount in allowing these

sanitize hands often.

spaces to remain open
and accessible.

10
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inSpired

Winter Playtime in Parks
C o l d W e at h e r Q u e s t s

Does your activity level drop with the temperature? You are not alone. Visiting your local
parks this winter is a good way to help you stay fit and active during the colder season!
No need to hibernate this winter.

Kick away the winter
blues with these
tips from your local
Parks and Enrichment
Services staff.
Your family can also be a great source of
inspiration when it comes to winter activities.
Ask your kids what they’re interested in doing
outside this winter.
Photo Shoot
Visit one of the local parks for a photo shoot…makes for
great holiday cards! -Rashel O’Neil, Admin. Assistant
Art Scavenger Hunt
Bundle up and grab a buddy or family member to see how
many different pieces of art you can find throughout the
park system, along with the Riverwalk and downtown
area. -Derek Cherryholmes, Parks Laborer
Mycology Hike
Take pictures of different mushrooms and other cool
fungi. And when you get home research what you found.
-Sean Corcoran, Parks Foreman
“Nature Boats”
Collect fallen leaves, sticks, and other items to create a
nature boat. After crafting your boat, test it to see if it
will float and if it will hold any cargo like pebbles or
sticks! -David Vesely, Parks Maintenance
Scavenger Hunt
Put together a list of things that are seasonal such as
migrating geese or a tree without a single leaf. Head out
to a park to see how many you can find. -John Resetar,
Parks Utility Operator

Paper Impressions
Visit a local park to find leaves and sticks and make
paper impressions with crayons or colored pencils. -Tara
Moore, CWP Supervisor
Outdoor Storytime, Picnic & “Freeze” Tag
On those cool, sunny days grab your favorite book or your
kids favorite book(s), pack a picnic, some hot cocoa, and
head out to a park for a picnic and storytime followed
by a game of Freeze Tag! -Jennifer Berner, Parks &
Enrichment Services Director
Play in the Snow and Sledding
After it snows head out to a local park to build a
snowman, make snow angels or go sledding. -Derrick
Brillhart, Parks Laborer
Make A Natural Bird Feeder
Collect pinecones from Hillcrest Park and make a bird
feeder by slathering peanut butter on a pine cone, rolling
it in bird seed and hanging it from a tree branch in your
yard. -James Weppler, Parks Operations Supervisor
Draw with Sticks
Find a stick at the park and use it to draw pictures in the
sand, dirt or snow. -Kenny Freese, Parks Utility Operator
More Ideas
Stargaze! Explore the woods on a winter hike! When it’s
below 32 degrees, go outside and blow bubbles, they will
freeze to the wand! Make snow cookies with your cookie
cutters! Jump up and down in muddy puddles—wear
your rain boots!
The benefits of parks go
far beyond physical health.
Parks provide a connection
to nature, which studies
demonstrate relieves stress
levels, tightens interpersonal
relationships and improves
mental health.

Kids hunt for shapes in the park.
Photo: goskagit
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Block Watch
Program

public
safety

J OIN OR S T A RT
A NEI G H B OR H OO D B L OC K WA TC H
Block Watch is one of the most
effective and least costly ways
to prevent crime. Groups are
a foundation of community
crime prevention and consist
of neighborhoods with an
active social connection. Block
Watch members learn what is
right for their neighborhood,
how to identify suspicious
people or behaviors and
promise to alert police or
911. This level of engagement
can reduce crime, increase
property values and build a
sense of pride that ultimately
contributes to safe and
enjoyable community living.

Blockwatch training.
Photo taken pre-COVID-19.

Block Watch is a cooperative
effort. It is both neighborhood
driven and police supported.
Law enforcement needs to
let citizens know what is
expected of them, and Block
Watch groups need to let
law enforcement know what
their concerns are within the
community.

12
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And, yes, it works! Here are
just a few examples of the
success of our city’s Block
Watch program:
•

•

•

A south Mount Vernon
B l o c k Wa t c h g r o u p
removed drug activity
after a neighboring home
became foreclosed and
abandoned.
A Block Watch Captain
spotted an individual
behaving suspiciously
and contacted police,
who discovered he was
involved in a crime in a
nearby neighborhood.
A Block Watch group along
the Kulshan
Trail who was
frequently
painting over
graffiti on a
separating
fence between
the trail and
homes tried
something different.
Working with Community
Service Officers, they
planted bushes and placed
decorative lattice patterns
along the fence fronts.
Graffiti did not reoccur in
these locations.

The city highly
encourages and
supports participation
in this program.

Block Watch
is one of the
most effective
and least costly
ways to prevent
crime.
Volunteer in your
neighborhood today!
For any questions
you might have—
Block Watch related
or otherwise—
contact the
Mount Vernon Police
Department
at (360) 336-6271.

inservice

Ways to be Involved

city volunteers make a difference!

“ t h e r e i s i n c r e d i bl e val u e
in being of service to others.”
Volunteer this fall and winter to reduce stress,
combat depression, keep mentally stimulated
and expand your sense of purpose.
Pitch In For Parks—Volunteer

The Adopt-a-Park or -Trail program is a great
way for individuals, families and small groups
to join together to contribute to the local
community.
Volunteering doesn’t have to involve a longterm commitment or take a huge amount of
time out of your busy day. Volunteering in parks
or along trails can mean performing general
maintenance activities such as litter pick-up,
spreading bark or mulch, weeding, sweeping,
raking, planting and painting.
The citizens of Mount Vernon enjoy beautiful

( e l i zab e t h b e r g , a u t h o r )

parks, trails and open spaces. The city currently
owns 18 parks, 860 acres of park and open space
land and more than 20 miles of trails.
To find out how you can volunteer with the
Parks and Enrichment Services Department
visit the city’s website mountvernonwa.gov
adopt-a-trail program, or call the Parks office
at (360) 336-6215.
Mount Vernon Arts Commission

The Mount Vernon Arts Commission is made
up of 11 voting members who are appointed
by the Mayor and approved by City Council.
Members serve three-year terms and uphold
the Arts Commission mission statement, “To
create relationships that allow the City of
Mount Vernon to celebrate the diversity of art
within our community.”
(cont’d next page)

Volunteers
for the day
on trail crew.
Photo taken
pre-COVID-19.
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Mount Vernon Planning
Commission

The Arts Commission
advises city departments on
art related questions, plans
and hosts fundraisers for
designated city art projects,
and participates at various
community festivals. The Arts
Commission also networks
and collaborates with other
art-centered organizations.
They are a dynamic group of
volunteers always looking
for ways to support public
art in Mount Vernon. Their
public art projects include the
Jasper Gates Statue, Valley
of Our Spirits at the Skagit
Riverwalk, and Alpha Helix
at Skagit Transit Station. One
student position currently
open; three additional
positions to come open.
Interested? Download an
application at mountvernonwa.
gov/713/Arts-CommissionBoard-Member-Vacancies or
contact Parks & Enrichment
Services at mvparks@
mountvernonwa.gov or (360)
336-6215.
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The Mount Vernon Planning
Commission, governed by
Mount Vernon Municipal Code
(MVMC) Chapter 2.60, is an
advisory body of seven members
appointed by the Mayor to
hold public hearings and to
provide recommendations
to City Council on a defined
set of legislative issues. City
Council directs the legislative
priorities that city staff brings
to the Commission for their
review and input.
MVMC Chapter 2.60 states the
Commission holds hearings
and makes recommendations
to the City Council on the
following:
• Comprehensive Plan
amendments (this
includes sub-area plans
and related studies);
• Amendments to the
Shoreline Management
Master Plan;
• Amendments to the
MVMC Chapter 3.40 and
Titles 15, 16, and 17;
• The designation of
historic structures; and,

•

Other Growth Management
Ac t ( G M A ) p l a n s a n d
programs referred to the
Commission by Council on
a case-by-case basis.
Planning Commission members
serve four-year terms. One
position currently open.
Interested? Applications at
mountvernonwa.gov/130/
P l a n n i n g -C o m m i s s i o n o r
Development Services at
permittech@mountvernonwa.
gov, (360) 336-6214.
M o u n t Ve r n o n L i b r a r y
Board of Trustees

T h e M o u n t Ve r n o n C i t y
Library Board of Trustees is
a five-person advisory board
whose members serve five-year
terms. Trustees are appointed
by the Mayor of Mount Vernon,
and confirmed by vote of
the City Council. Trustees
advise the Library Director
on library policy, finance and
other important issues. One
position open.
Interested in applying? Email
the Library at mvlibrary@
mountvernonwa.gov or call
(360) 336-6209.

so much has changed in our city.

Here’s What Hasn’t.
Tyler works in the Finance department. He’s
ready to assist you with your utility bill on the
phone at (360) 336-6218 or by email mvutilities@
mountvernonwa.gov. You may pay your bill
online,

by

phone, or drop
your payment
in the drop

Andi, Rebecca and Holly are skilled fire
fighter/paramedics, on the ready to respond
and assist you during the pandemic.
Operating at full staff, the fire department
continues providing 24 hour emergency
service to the city.

box located at
the front door
of City Hall.

Public works crews have worked
Your solid waste team is dedicated to continuing
safe service despite snow, ice—or global
pandemic. Landon and Michael are consistent
friendly faces serving you! Garbage collection
service continues to operate fully staffed. For

at full staff throughout 2020. The
maintenance of our city roads is
essential including paving, striping,
street sweeping, road repair, and
signal maintenance.

service questions, please call (360) 336-6218.
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Shop local
$5

$5

$5

$5

$5

$5

$5

$5

$5

$5

Punch cards are available at all participating businesses!
Return your cards to Skagit Running Company and Tri-Dee Arts!

MountVernonChamber.com
(360) 428-8547

MountVernonDowntown.org
(360) 336-3801

