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I

n the last edition of In Our City I wrote
“I believe it will be another year before
some ‘normalcy’ returns.” I think I may
have been wrong, and happily so! We are
moving forward with 4th of July fireworks at
Edgewater Park, the opening of our library on
July 6, and summer recreation programs.

Ward 1

Iris Carias
irisc@
mountvernonwa.gov
Ward 1

Juan Morales
juanm@
mountvernonwa.gov

Our city has persevered in so many ways that
we can all be proud of: budget cuts were made in order to avoid
raising taxes or fees; small businesses like El Sage Designs saw
an opportunity to assist others by organizing the Valley Made
Markets on Sundays at the Riverwalk Park; Public Health’s
creativity and hard work resulted in a testing and vaccination
site accessible to all; students and parents buckled down to get
through an online school year.

Ward 2

Mark Hulst
markh@
mountvernonwa.gov
Ward 2

Through a global pandemic, through national civil unrest, and
through widening political division—I have been proud of how
the vast majority of Mount Vernon residents have demonstrated
hope, tolerance, and perseverance through their actions.

Gary Molenaar
garym@
mountvernonwa.gov

Thanks to the American Rescue Act funding, your city is able
to fund essential upgrades to technology, plan for expansion of
our fiber optic network creating broadband opportunities in the
next few years, and assist the community’s needs.

Ward 3

Melissa Beaton
melissab@
mountvernonwa.gov

Our revenues are strong! Record sales tax collections have
been surprising, and welcome; an indication that our business
economy is recovering.

Ward 3

Mary Hudson
maryh@
mountvernonwa.gov

Our infrastructure projects have not missed a beat, with funding
achieved for Freeway Drive improvements, and intersection
redesign and signal at Hoag and Francis Roads. In total, we’ve
achieved more than $40 million in improvements since 2012.

At Large

Richard Brocksmith
richardb@
mountvernonwa.gov

Keep up your Shop Local focus! Let’s commit to “Think BETTER,
not bitter” and embrace our amazing community!

Jill Boudreau
Mayor

Find your
city ward map
and more at
mountvernon
wa.gov/98/
citycouncil

Mailing Address

910 Cleveland Avenue
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
Message Phone
(Mayor’s Office)

(360) 336-6211
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How to Stay
Informed
—

City Council meetings

City Council has resumed in-person
meetings at the Mount Vernon Police Court
Campus, 1805 Continental Place. Social
distancing and masking is required for
attendance.

Live viewing for the general
public is available in three
different options:
•
•

Comcast TV Channel 10
City of Mount Vernon YouTube
channel
•
Conference call (audio only)
Instructions for viewing are always
available on the published City Council
meeting agenda, along with the meeting
date and time, mountvernonwa.gov/
AgendaCenter. You can also call City Hall
at (360) 336-6211.
Explore the City website for information about your city,
mountvernonwa.gov
•
Video Center. Our video center hosts gavel-to-gavel coverage of City
Council meetings and other city events. mountvernonwa.viebit.com.
•
Special Topics. The finance
page hosts the city budget, and
information about policing
is found on the robust police
page. mountvernonwa.gov/8/
Departments.
•

Recorded video and audio of Council
Meetings are accessible after the meeting
from the city website’s Video Center,
mountvernonwa.viebit.com.

Keep in touch via ‘NOTIFY ME’
feature. You can receive published

agendas, meeting notices, the
mayor’s e-newsletter, and more.
Customize the information
to your needs and interests.
mountvernonwa.gov/notifyme.

Picnicing
atop Little
Mountain Park.
goskagit.com

All notices of public hearings and
passed ordinances are posted in the
Skagit Valley Herald and posted on our
city website, mountvernonwa.gov.
For questions regarding meeting times,
places, agendas, or ADA access, please
call City Hall at (360) 336-6211.
Mount Vernon City Hall
910 Cleveland Avenue
Mount Vernon WA 98273
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Frolicking at
Edgewater Park.
goskagit.com

inSIDE
your
city library

Library Commons

how a library, community center, and
parking project support city Growth

Exterior
conceptual
design of
Mount Vernon
Library Commons.

The Mount Vernon Library Commons project
is a multi-use infrastructure in downtown
Mount Vernon, on Kincaid Street across from
the Skagit County Superior Courthouse.
The Commons combines several community
needs, serving as a catalyst for economic
development in the Cascadia Innovation
Corridor along the I-5 corridor between
Seattle and Vancouver BC.

How do a library, community center, potential live/work units, and structured
parking stimulate economic recovery?

As an equitable anchor institution of any
modern city, the library is well-positioned to
extend its role as a key community connector—
offering activities, classes and an early learning
hub, access to digital literacy, new business
incubation and employee training, and the
necessary tools that strengthen democracy by
addressing knowledge gaps.
The anticipated 300 parking stalls include up
to 75 electric vehicle (EV) charging stations.
The Commons will provide the largest EV
charging station in Washington state, and
will double the EV units between Seattle and
Vancouver B.C.

investment, and an efficient way to catalyze
private development in historic downtown.
Mount Vernon must compete with the Seattle
market for economic growth. By providing
public parking, the city incentivizes private
investment that would otherwise be required
to pay to provide this crucial infrastructure.
Based on current investment interest and
development applications, the Mount Vernon
Library Commons project is projected to yield a
boutique hotel, multifamily housing units and
to enhance adjacent private development.
Historic Downtown Master Plan

More public parking supports Main Street’s
78 businesses in the downtown Mount Vernon
core, with anticipated growth of hotel and
multi-family apartment structures. Commons
parking will also support Skagit Station,
serving Amtrak customers and overnight travel.

This project fulfils goals from the City of Mount
Ve r n o n ’ s
2008 Historic
Downtown
Master Plan
for resiliency
and growth.

A public parking structure combined with
other infrastructure is a purposeful City

cont’d, pg 6...

Mount Vernon
Library Commons
conceptual
rendering.
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The City of
Mount Vernon
has integrity and
heart and is not
afraid to lead.

Mount Vernon
Library Commons
conceptual interior.

Mixed-use addresses several
community needs and future goals

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Double the size of the current library and
community center space
Provide equitable access to technology,
computer use
Include a commercial kitchen enabling
events in the new structure
Provide parking to include electric vehicle
(EV) charging stations
Promote low-carbon architecture
Potential for live/work housing units
Catalyze private development of multifamily housing, hotel, and business
Create jobs
Model infrastructure to meet sustainable
growth in a small city

A few more thoughts to consider

The City of Mount Vernon gets things done and
is a careful steward of public money. Over the
past nine years, the city has led Skagit County
in completion of projects totalling $40 million,
and completed the flood protection project and
obtained a Letter of Map Revision from FEMA.
The city has contracted with HKP Architects
for the design and engineering phase to last
until May 2022. So far, approximately 70% of
the funding has been identified for this project!
An application for federal funding will assist
in completing the funding package, allowing
construction of the project after design and
engineering is complete.
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A N ew L i b r a r y i s C o m i ng
...but it is More
t han a L i b r a r y
Sign up to receive updates on the
Library Commons project and more at
mountvernonwa.gov/notifyme
The new library includes:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

New Public Library Services
Expanded Collection Space
Community Center Space
Teaching Kitchen
Mega Electric Vehicle Charging Floor
Park & Ride Lot
Innovative Technology

You can support our community and
the next generation of learners.

L e a r n h ow at
m v l i b r a ry fo u n dat i o n . o rg

The Mount Vernon Library Foundation’s
principal mission is to foster community
support for the library, its board, and its staff.
The Foundation serves to solicit, receive,
manage, and disburse corporate and
individual gifts and grants for the
enhancement of library facilities, materials,
services, and programs, including support
of the efforts to build a new library building
for Mount Vernon and the region. The
Foundation believes strongly that a good
library is an essential public service.

inSIDE
your
city library

Summer Reading

the library’s summer reading
program runs july 6 to august 16
Reading Colors Your World

This year’s theme Reading Colors Your World
focuses on colors and the many ways that
reading can expand your world. We encourage
readers to get creative, try new things, explore
art, and find beauty in diversity.
Studies indicate students who read
recreationally outperform those who don’t,
and students read more when they can choose
materials based on their own interests.

Outdoor Summer Events

This year’s outdoor summer events include:
• Chalk Art
• Rock Painting
• Storywalk Trail Launch
• Tie-Dye
1000 Books before Kindergarten

Research shows it takes
at least 1000 books read
to a child before the age of
five to start kindergarten
on the right foot.

The library’s early literacy program, 1000
Books Before Kindergarten, encourages
parents to read with their children between
the ages of zero and five. Join by sending an
email to mvlibrary@mountvernonwa.gov

Readers can either record the minutes they
read and listen to books this summer online
at mountvernonwa.beanstack.org, or they can
participate on paper and complete a Bingo
card.
Everyone who participates will receive a free
book, while supplies last!
Enroll for the Summer Reading Program
starting July 6—online at mountvernonwa.gov/
library or at the library, which opens its doors
to the public on Tuesday, July 6.

mountvernonwa.gov |
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COVID-19 (Coronavirus)

The Ingredients of Resilience
Resilience is the ability to bounce back from diﬃcult experiences.
You can practice self-care through the four ingredients of resilience.

Flexibility &
adaptability

Purpose

View changes as
opportunities for
growth.

Stay true to your core values.
Identify what motivates you
and let go of trying to meet
other’s expectations of
you. Do more things
that bring you a sense
of peace or calm.

Connection

Hope

Hold on to healthy relationships in
your life. This could be friends,
family, social groups, pets, or
a higher power.

Positivity is a powerful tool. It is
okay to think about negative
possibilities, but give equal
attention to positive possibilities.

If you are feeling stressed because of COVID-19,
call Washington Listens at 1-833-681-0211.
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inSIDE
your
city parks

Summer Events

fabulous fireworks for the fourth,
drive-in movie nights, Explore it kits
barbeques or canopies will be allowed. Remember
your chairs and blankets for the show. There will
be no entertainment or food booths on site prior
to the show, so please plan accordingly.

m o u n t ve r n o n d r i ve - i n
m o v i e n i gh t s
Bundle Up for the Big Screen

4 t h o f j u ly
f i r ew o r ks sh o w
Professional Fireworks Return for 2021

Sunday, July 4th at Edgewater Park
Park & parking lots open 8 pm
Fireworks Show: approx. 10 - 10:15 pm
Please visit mountvernonwa.gov/parks for
parking information, maps, and updates on the
event due to COVID guidelines.

We are so excited to share this dazzling
display with all of you and need your help to
celebrate safely. Please follow all COVID safety
precautions and plan for socially distanced
viewing. We invite you to join us at Edgewater
Park where this year’s event will be scaled back
to a fabulous standalone fireworks show.
The large open field between the stage and
baseball fields will be designated viewing for
those of you looking for a socially-distanced
front row seat. Parking is available in the large
west lot of Edgewater Park, and limited parking
will be available in the north parking lot. To
maximize distancing for the event, no personal

Load up the car for a fun-filled evening of
drive-in movies this summer.
July 2	Independence Day 9:45 pm		
Parking lot opens 8:15 pm
Aug. 6	Coco (in Spanish) 9 pm			
Parking lot opens 7:30 pm
Sept. 3 	The Wizard of Oz 8:10 pm
Parking lot opens 6:30 pm
Movies are free of charge, but tickets must be
reserved online at MountVernonChamber.com.
Registration for each movie opens one week
prior to the movie date; space for 90 vehicles.
Location: Skagit Valley College, East Parking
Lot (College Way, adjacent to McIntyre Hall)
Concessions

Yes, there’s movie popcorn! Pre-order concessions
for pick up from The Lincoln Theatre on
your way to the movie. LincolnTheatre.org

Summer
drive-in
movie time.
Photo by Olivia Vanni

mountvernonwa.gov |
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your
city parks

E x pl o r e I t !
Equip your child for outdoor exploration
this summer

Pick up an Explore It! kit this summer.
This cool kit comes in a drawstring
backpack and includes hands-on
nature and craft projects perfect
for encouraging kids’ natural
curiosity and introducing them
to the wonders of nature.

The nature kit provides
hands-on tools, allowing
curious learners to explore the
worlds of birds, plants, insects,
and more.
The backpack includes:
supplies and instructions for fun
nature crafts, a children’s book on nature, craft
activities, binoculars, insect net, and more. Only
20 available! Register early. Designed for ages
3-9. $25 Available for pick up starting July 6.
Pick Up: Hillcrest Park Office, 1717 S. 13th St.
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Basketball courts
in action for a
Hillcrest Park
summer camp.
Photo taken pre-COVID.

inspired

Guide to Summer Activities
your parks & enrichment

Looking to introduce your child to a new activity, and increase their enjoyment and
skill in a sport? Parks & Enrichment Services is working with Skyhawks Sports Academy
to offer a wide range of camps. Dates, details, and to register: skyhawks.com, 800-804-3509.
SOCCER CAMP

8/9-8/13. Bakerview Park. Ages
6-12. Gain the technical skills
and sport knowledge for their
next step into soccer. Areas
of focus: dribbling, passing,
shooting, and ball control.

TENNIS CAMP

7/6-7/9; 8/2-8/6; 8/23-8/27. Hillcrest Park. Ages 6-12.
Whether beginner or intermediate, improve their game
and help them get more enjoyment from tennis.

VOLLEYBALL CAMP

7/12-7/23. Bakerview Park. Ages 7-12. All aspects of this
game are taught. Focus on bumping, setting, spiking, hitting,
and serving. For the beginning to intermediate player.

BASEBALL CAMP

7/26-7/30. Bakerview Park. Ages 6-12. The fundamentals of
fielding, catching, throwing, hitting, base running all in a fun,
positive environment. For beginner and intermediate players.

PITCH IN!
FOR PARKS & TRAILS

Community Work Parties
June 26, Saturday
Kiwanis Park
July 17, Saturday
Little Mountain. lower lot
August 7, Saturday
Lion’s Park Trail
Working together as a family/community to clean up
and beautify a local park is a healthy way to sneak
in some exercise, fresh air, and goodwill! Just show
up dressed for the weather and we provide the tools,
gloves, direction, and fun. Each volunteer opportunity
is family friendly and includes a fun youth activity.
Ages 4 and older are welcome. Pre-registration
required. More details and to register:
mountvernonwa.gov/parks

BASKETBALL CAMP

7/12-7/16. Hillcrest Park. Ages 6-12. For beginner to
intermediate boys and girls. Learn the fundamentals of
passing, shooting, ball handling, rebounding, and defense
through skill-based instruction and small-sided scrimmages.

MINI-HAWK CAMP
(BASEBALL, FLAG FOOTBALL, SOCCER)

8/2-8/16. Hillcrest Park. Ages 4-7. This multi-sport program
gives children a positive first step into athletics. Taught in a
safe, structured environment with encouragement and fun.

CRAFTERNOONS

July 27 Crafternoon
for ages 6+ with adult
August 3 Crafternoon
18+ only
Create your own masterpiece. Join A Dash of Adorable’s
Chief Glitter Officer Linda Larsen for a motivational
hands-on LIVE crafting session. Energize your
creative brain with an hour of inspiration. Craft
includes painting and assembly of laser cut wood.
More details and to register:
mountvernonwa.gov/parks

mountvernonwa.gov |
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COVID-19 Vaccine

Information for Skagit County

For the most current information & updates
Statewide—coronavirus.wa.gov | Skagit—skagitcounty.net

Getting your
COVID-19 Vaccine
is Easier than Ever
Available to anyone 12 years and
older at no cost
Free ride from Uber or Lyft to your
vaccine appointment through July 4
Go to VaccineLocator.doh.wa.gov or
text your zip code to 438-829 (GET VAX)
for locations near you
Need help? Call 1-833-VAX-HELP
(833-829-4357), then press #.
Language assistance is available.

Schedule your
appointment today.
Visit VaccineLocator.doh.wa.gov or scan the code.
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Pop-Up Vaccine Clinics
this summer at the
following Skagit
County locations:
• Sat, July 3
Big Lake 3rd of July Festival
(10 am - 2 pm)
• Sat, July 24
Clear Lake Fire Department
(10 am - 2 pm)
vaccinelocator.doh.wa.gov

For assistance,
call the county
Public Health vaccine
hotline: (360) 416-1500
• Assistance available in
English and Spanish, Monday
through Friday, 9 am - 4 pm.
• Vaccine appointments can
be scheduled over the
phone.
• Parent/guardian consent to
vaccinate will be required
for all dependent minors
(ages 12-17) and can be
provided either in-person
or over the phone at the
time of the appointment.

A Book in the Park

inSIDE
your
city parks

collaboration creates outdoor
story experience at hillcrest park
Every season
there will
be a new
bilingual
book chosen
for the
Hillcrest
StoryWalk®.

Ove r t he pas t few m o n t hs ,
L i b r a r y and Pa r ks s t aff
have c o llab o r a t ed t o
c r ea t e a S t o r y Walk ® a t
H i ll c r es t P a r k .
Outdoor Educational Activity

A StoryWalk® is a fun and educational activity
that puts the pages of a children’s book around
different parts of a community or park,
encouraging young and old to walk around
and read the entire book together. They are
a fantastic way to continue library outreach
efforts and promote literacy in our community,
—especially during our current pandemic.
StoryWalk s encourage time spent active and
outdoors, inspire outdoor exploration, and
foster a sense of community. They promote
positive community relationships with new and
current library and parks patrons and the local
government.
®

H ead t o t he pla y g r o u nd a t
H i ll c r es t P a r k t o s t a r t
y o u r S t o r y Walk ®
Grand Opening July 28!

The first book will be Call Me Tree (Llamame
Arbol) by Maya Christina Gonzalez, which was
also chosen as the Skagit Kids Read book this
year. It is a story of self-discovery, finding a way
to grow from the inside out, just like a tree and
becoming your fullest self. There will also be
extension activities developed by librarians to
engage families in activities related to the story
and encourage readers to extend their learning
beyond the book.
The books and frames for the story walk were
generously provided by the Friends of the
Mount Vernon City Library.

P lease r emembe r t o
s o c i al d i s t an c e and wea r
y o u r mask .
Birds-eye view of
playground at
Hillcrest Park.
Photo by Patrick Marker, overskagit.com
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public
safety

Find
city-permitted
fireworks stands
beginning June 29
City firework stands:
Safeway
315 E. College Way
Walmart
2301 Freeway Drive
Haggen
2601 E. Division Street

Fireworks
permitted on
July 4th only,
noon to midnight
Report illegal fireworks
to 911 Non-Emergency
(360) 428-3211

Come enjoy the show!
4th of July
Fireworks Show

July 4, 2021
Edgewater Park
See page 9 for more details

Fireworks may be advertised
like toys around the Fourth
of July. You may think you
know how to handle them. But
fireworks can injure you or
your loved ones.
•
•

•

65% of people injured by
fireworks are bystanders.
Fireworks cause an average
of almost 18,500 reported
fires per year.
The safest action is to
leave the fireworks to the
professionals.

If you are going to light
fireworks, know the laws:
•
Fireworks purchased inside
city limits are legal to light
within city limits.
•
Fireworks are permitted only
on July 4, noon to midnight.
Report illegal fireworks to the
Skagit 911 Dispatch Center NonEmergency line, (360) 428-3211.
Mount Vernon Police and Fire
strictly enforce fireworks laws to
reduce injuries and fires.

F o l l ow f i r e w o r k
safety rules
…before lighting
fireworks
•
Use legal fireworks, available
at licensed outlets inside city
limits.
•
Keep pets safe indoors.
•
Store matches, lighters,

•

and fireworks away from
children.
Always keep water handy.
Have a bucket of water or a
hose nearby.

…when lighting fireworks
•
Light fireworks outdoors
in a clear area and at a safe
distance away from people,
homes, vehicles, or flammable
materials.
•
Understand that fireworks
should be handled by a
responsible adult, 18 years
of age or older, on private
property only. Make sure
children are supervised.
•
Light one firework at a time
and move away quickly.
•
Never hold or throw fireworks.
Protect your eyes.
•
Never re-light a dud. Wait
at least five minutes before
approaching.
…after you finish
•
Soak fireworks before
disposing in a metal trashcan.
•
Be considerate—clean up
your firework debris.

Thank you for making sure
you have a safe and fun Fourth
of July!

mountvernonwa.gov/
safeandlegalfireworks

mountvernonwa.gov |
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Shop local
$5

$5

$5

$5

$5

$5

$5

$5

$5

$5

Punch cards are available at all participating businesses!
Return your cards to Skagit Running Company and Tri-Dee Arts!

MountVernonChamber.com
(360) 428-8547

MountVernonDowntown.org
(360) 336-3801

