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Air tightness refers to reducing or 
eliminating leaks in the building 
envelope.  Leaks can lead to energy 
loss, air quality impacts for pollutants, 
smoke, and pollen, insects, and mold 
and mildew growth.

Every penetration in the building  
envelope needs to be carefully taped 
and sealed to prevent leaks.

A Blower Door Test is the way we  
measure air leakage.  The building is 
put under pressure and tested for how 
much the pressure decreases over 
a period of time.  A Passive House 
building needs to meet a rating of 0.06 
CFM/50/ft2, which is 3 times the level of 
current Code.

Air Sealing
•	 Details were developed to ensure that all penetrations through the Passive House envelope 

were thoroughly taped and sealed, including pipes, conduits, openings, and vapor barriers.

Blower Door Test
•	 Projects almost never pass the first Passive 

House Blower Door test, but the MVLC did!  WE 
conducted one test before brick and drywall 
were in and one at the end of the project.  A 
huge success for building resilience.


