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They also use less carbon and can be recycled.

SUSTAINABLE WINDOWS
LIBRARY COMMONS

The exterior windows and storefronts 
used in the Library Commons are 
made of fiberglass.  They help reduce 
carbon in two ways - reducing the 
amount of energy needed to keep the 
building temperature comfortable, 
and they have less embodied carbon in 
their life-cycle, which includes harvest-
ing of material, manufacturing, and 
recycling after use.

The windows high thermal perfor-
mance is part of the overall exterior 
building envelope that helps them 
keep the interior temperature be-
tween 68-72 degrees for a greater 
percentage of the year, minimizing the 
amount of heating and cooling  
required (and energy consumed).   
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Comparison of Aluminum to Fiberglass

What is fiberglass?

Fiberglass is made from strands of glass fibers.  Final products like the window frames 
are made by running the stands through process equipment that impregnates the fibers 
with resins and pulls it through an extruder to create the shape desired.  When cured, 
the extruded shapes can be cut to size for assembly.

Although it is sometimes more challenging than metal products, there are ways to  
recycle fiberglass, with technologies improving all the time.  


