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Enhance Mount Vernon’s cultural and economic vitality by
encouraging the development of housing solutions of all types
that provide for varied densities, sizes, costs and locations that
are safe, decent, accessible, attractive, appealing and affordable
to a diversity of ages, incomes, and cultural backgrounds.

H-G-1

Goal 1: Enhance Mount Vernon’s cultural and
economic vitality by accommodating the development
of housing solutions of all types that provide for varied
densities, sizes, costs and locations that are safe,
decent, accessible, attractive, appealing and
affordable to a diversity of ages, incomes, and cultural
backgrounds.

Change “encouraging” to
“accommodating” to align with
GMA Updates to the Housing
Goal

Accommodating is still a bit passive, IMHO.
Perhaps it’s semantics, but “facilitating” involves
actively helping or making something easier to
happen, often in a structured or goal-oriented way.

I also like “provide housing capacity” as used in
H-P-1.1.1 below.

In City plans and zoning regulations, accommodate a variety of
housing types that are attractive and compatible in design, and
available to all economic segments of the community.

H-O-1.1

Policy 1.1: Accommodate a variety of housing types
including single-family, moderate density, and
multifamily, that are attractive and compatible in
design, and available to all economic segments of the
community, with special consideration for extremely
low-, low-, and moderate-income households.

Added specificity on housing
types and income levels to more
closely align with Commerce
guidance and GMA updates.

Consider if this could be
combined with Housing
Affordability section below

Clarification on what constitutes “special
consideration” and how that looks in practice?
Preferably we have a “yes and” mentality
facilitating all forms of middle housing, both
market rate and otherwise.

This also seems to conflict with “Provide housing
capacity...at all income levels” stated in H-P-1.1.1
below.

The Comprehensive Plan shall provide housing capacity for all
market segments to meet the growth targets identified for the
City of Mount Vernon in the Skagit County Population and
Employment Allocation adopted by County-Wide Planning
Policies.

H-P-1.1.1

Policy 1.2: Provide housing capacity for households at
all income levels to meet the growth targets identified
for the City of Mount Vernon in the Skagit County
Population and Employment Allocation adopted by
County-Wide Planning Policies.

Updated to replace “market
segments” with income bands to
align with HB1220 framework.

In recognition of community needs, the City shall maintain a
variety of future land use classifications and implement zoning
to accommodate a range of housing types with varying
densities and sizes.

H-P-1.1.2

Policy 1.3: Maintain a variety of future land use
classifications and implement zoning to accommodate
a range of housing types with varying densities and
sizes.

No change

IMHO our current zoning maps more closely reflect
historical conditions than a value statement of
how we want the city to develop. This seems like a
good opportunity to workshop with maps and
markers, and to consolidate / simplify zoning
designations.

Continue the use of opportunities and incentives through the
Planned Unit Development (PUD) process for a variety of
housing types and site planning techniques that can achieve the
maximum housing potential of the site while being designed in
consideration of surrounding properties and the natural
environment.

H-P-1.1.3

Policy 1.4: Continue to promote the use of Planned
Unit Developments (PUDs) as a tool to encourage
innovative and flexible site design, fostering creative
housing solutions that maximize the development
potential of a site. Emphasize design approaches that
integrate a variety of housing types, respond
sensitively to the natural environment, and
incorporate sustainable and context-sensitive planning
techniques.

Revised to address role of PUDs
in providing an option to allow
for flexible design.

Removed “in consideration of
surrounding properties” based on
findings of RDI policy audit that
vague language around
compatibility can potentially
create barriers to some housing
types.

I’m not a PUD expert, but the policy as drafted
sounds like how we ought to approach all
development, whether PUD or otherwise,
especially given the missing middle housing
reforms and potential flexibility in setbacks, lot
coverage, parking, etc. What is the role of PUDs
going forward?
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Consider adding language to
ensure others are aware PUDs
are not an infill tool and are
intended to be used on sites
greater than 10-acres in size.

DRAFT #1: 06/30/2025

CITY COUNCIL, PLANNING COMMISSION, CITIZEN
ADVISORY COMMITTEE & OTHER PUBLIC
COMMENTS

Continue to promote plans and policies that encourage in-fill
residential projects in close proximity to neighborhood centers,

Policy 1.5: Continue to promote plans and policies that
encourage in-fill residential projects in close proximity

Does this include proactively reviewing and
streamlining internal processes, codes, etc. that
inadvertently make the development process more
arduous than necessary? One small example of

District. Consider completing a sub-area plan to include areas
surrounding the existing C-1 zone to evaluate whether or not
this zone should be expanded to these abutting areas.

housing that steps-down, or transitions, in density
immediately surrounding the Central Business District.

regulations in MVMC 17.45 and
17.70

H-P-1.1.4 shopping and retail facilities, parks, transit routes and other to neighborhood centers, shopping and retail facilities, No change this is the Woodland Dr. frontage improvement
service uses. parks, transit routes and other service uses. waiver that required hearing examiner and council
approval, but I'm sure there are myriad others.
Carrying costs can be a significant hidden fee.
Continue to promote plans and regulations that allow
incentives such as bonus densities and flexible design standards Retained general language about
that support and promote the construction of new innovative Policy 1.6: Continue to promote plans and regulations | promoting affordable housing
or affordable housing styles, compatible with the planned uses | that allow incentives such as bonus densities and and typologies, removed specific
H-P-1.1.5 of surrounding sites. Ground related housing types such as flexible design standards that support and promote mention of zero lot line
cottages, townhouses, zero lot line developments and other the construction of a variety of housing types, townhomes and additional
types are examples of housing choices that promote including subsidized affordable housing and affordable | duplexes which have been
individuality and ownership opportunities. Consider adopting ownership housing. adopted in MVMC 16.34 and
new development regulations that would offer new ways to 17.15.
encourage these types of housing choices.
Policy 1.7: Continue to implement zoning Added clarifying language that
Continue to implement zoning requirements for manufactured requirements for manufactured homes on single mobile homes should not be
H-P-1.1.6 homes on single family lots and ensure they provide for family lots and ensure they provide for appropriate subject to more stringent
appropriate location and design criteria and meet state location and design criteria that are not more standards than single-family
requirements. stringent than criteria for single-family homes and homes, based on findings of the
meet state requirements. RDI policy analysis.
Continue to promote high density development and
re-development in the Central Business District (C-1 zone). Policy 1.8: Continue to promote high density Removed some sections due to
Analyze ways to allow housing that steps-down, or transitions, development and re-development in the Central adoption of South Kincaid
H-P-1.1.7 in density immediately surrounding the Central Business Business District (C-1 zone) Analyze ways to allow Subarea Plan and implementing

Mount Vernon Comprehensive Plan Update
Housing Element: DRAFT Goals and Policies

Page 2 of 13




2016 GOAL, OBJECTIVE,
OR POLICY NUMBER

2016 GOAL/OBIJECTIVE/POLICY LANGUAGE

2025 NEW GOAL/OBJECTIVE/ POLICY LANGUAGE

TYPE/REASON FOR CHANGE

DRAFT #1: 06/30/2025

CITY COUNCIL, PLANNING COMMISSION, CITIZEN
ADVISORY COMMITTEE & OTHER PUBLIC
COMMENTS

H-P-1.1.8

Policy 1.9: Consider allowing multifamily and
mixed-use housing in parts of the General Commercial
land use district to help meet housing needs at all
income levels. Focus on adding housing near jobs to
improve access to employment and support
mixed-use neighborhoods.

Goal 2: Actively promote and support the
development of housing that serves all income levels,
with a strong emphasis on meeting the needs of
moderate-, low-, very low-, and extremely low-income
households.

New policy to reflect current
analysis underway as part of the
Comprehensive Plan process.

New Goal that specifically
focuses on housing affordability

| suggest stronger language than “consider” and
“parts of”. This might be another mapping
workshop, but where should multifamily and
mixed use not be allowed in the C-2 zone?

HOUSING AFFORDABILITY

Small tweak to maintain consistent terminology
with H-O-1.1 “extremely low-, low-, and
moderate-income households” vs. moderate-,
low-, very low-, and extremely low-income
households here.

Policy 2.1: Allow mixed-use development outright in
commercially zoned, transit-served corridors. Relax or
eliminate density limits in such areas.

New policy that reflects North
Star’s Call to Action

This seemingly conflicts with H-P-1.1.8 language of
“consider” and “parts of”.

Policy 2.2: Adopt "By Right" permitting in residential
zones by eliminating discretionary review processes
for submitted projects that meet zoning code

New policy that reflects North
Star’s Call to Action

Policy 2.3: Consider reduced parking requirements for
affordable housing projects and housing located in
transit accessible areas.

New policy that reflects North
Star’s Call to Action

How does this overlay with the parking reforms
already underway in Mount Vernon?

Policy 2.4: Consider reduced fees and utility
connection fee waivers for affordable housing
projects.

New policy that reflects North
Star’s Call to Action and reflecting
SB 5662, which allows city
utilities to waive connection fees
for nonprofit and affordable
housing

Consider expanding to market rate projects that
include affordable housing, and possibly to market
rate development in areas we want to incentivize
(e.g., downtown riverfront, TOD).

Policy 2.5: Encourage non-profit organizations,
religious institutions, and government agencies to
make land available for the development of subsidized

. . . . New polic
or income restricted housing, particularly for polcy
populations with special needs, such as veterans,
persons with disabilities, and families with children.

Policy 2.6: Encourage creation and maintenance of .
New policy

public/private partnerships to build affordable housing
and devise incentives for innovative and
environmentally sensitive design to meet the housing

Reflects Countywide Planning
Policy 4.3

Mount Vernon Comprehensive Plan Update
Housing Element: DRAFT Goals and Policies

Page 30of 13




2016 GOAL, OBJECTIVE,
OR POLICY NUMBER

2016 GOAL/OBIJECTIVE/POLICY LANGUAGE

2025 NEW GOAL/OBJECTIVE/ POLICY LANGUAGE

TYPE/REASON FOR CHANGE

DRAFT #1: 06/30/2025

CITY COUNCIL, PLANNING COMMISSION, CITIZEN
ADVISORY COMMITTEE & OTHER PUBLIC
COMMENTS

needs of people with low and moderate incomes and
special needs populations.

Policy 2.7: Continually review and update City
permitting processes and materials to lower the cost
of building all types of housing by making the
permitting process faster, simpler, and more
predictable with clear timelines and review steps.

New policy

Fully support.

Policy 2.8: Consider establishing a sales tax deferral
program for conversions of commercial buildings on
underutilized land into multifamily housing containing
affordable housing.

New policy to explore
implementation of SB 6175

Could this be expanded, similar to Policy 2.9
below, to apply to the development of
“multifamily and affordable housing”?

Policy 2.9: Consider establishing a Multifamily
Property Tax Exemption (MFTE) program to provide
property tax waives to encourage the development of
multifamily and affordable housing.

New policy to explore

implementation of Chapter 84.14
RCW,

Fully support.

Policy 2.10: Monitor the effectiveness city’s
affordability requirements codified in MVMC 17.73
that require and incentivize units serving households
earning 80 percent of the area median income and
below, and adjust regulations as necessary.

Moved and revised

Policy 2.11: Evaluate the adoption of zoning
regulations that would allow multi-family residential
developments that are income-restricted to those at
or below 60 percent of the area median income for at
least fifty years to be located in zoning districts other
than multi-family residential.

Moved, with no change

Isn’t this already covered by allowing multifamily
and mixed use in commercial zones?

Policy 2.12: Evaluate the adoption of zoning
regulations that provide additional bonuses in density
for developments that create income restricted units
aimed at those earning less than 60% of the area
median income and below.

Moved, Revised to specify 60%
and below since 80% AMI
incentives and requirements are
now in place per MVMC 17.73.

Policy 2.13: Encourage affordable housing to be
dispersed throughout the City, within each Census
tract, rather than overly concentrated in a few
locations.

Moved, with no change

Policy 2.14: Maintain and explore enhancing
regulatory incentives to encourage the production and
preservation of affordable ownership and rental
housing through impact fee reductions, permit
fast-tracking, or other methods.

Moved
Removed density bonuses from
list, adopted in MVMC 17.73

This sounds like a policy we should adopt for all
missing middle, multifamily housing, and mixed
use, whether affordable, market rate, or a
combination.

Mount Vernon Comprehensive Plan Update
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Policy 2.15: Ensure during development review
processes that all affordable housing created in the
city with public funds or by regulatory incentives Moved, with no changes
remains affordable for the longest possible term; at a
minimum 50 years.
EFFICIENT USE OF LAND TO MEET HOUSING NEEDS
. . . Didn’t this change?
Promote the preservation, maintenance and enhancement of Goal 3: Promote the efficient use of land to support
H-G-2 existing housing and residential neighborhoods throughout the | the development of a diverse range of housing options | No change
city. that meet current and future community needs.
Removed reference to Does “compatible with abutting housing styles”
. . . . . “neighborhood character” which | refer to size, massing, architectural design,
_— . . . . . . Policy 3.1: Promote infill housing that is compatible L . .
Promote infill housing that is compatible with abutting housing . . . . has historically been used to materials or other? Feels like it could be very
H-0-2.1 . e . with abutting housing styles and that contributes to L . I
styles and with the character of the existing neighborhood. o . . preserve certain single-family subjective and open to challenge.
the vitality of the existing neighborhood. .
neighborhoods from change per
findings of RDI policy analysis.
. . - Policy 3.2: Encourage infill housing on vacant or “Compatible with surrounding neighborhoods” is
Encourage infill housing on vacant or underutilized parcels . . . e . ”
. . . underutilized parcels having adequate services, and another way of saying “neighborhood character
H-P-2.1.1 having adequate services, and ensure that the infill e . . . No change
. . . . . ensure that the infill development is compatible with that was removed from H-0.2.1.
development is compatible with surrounding neighborhoods. . .
surrounding neighborhoods.
. .. . Policy 3.3: S t th dual int ti f Note: D ity t iti
Adopt development regulations that enhance existing single . oTley u.ppor. e gra. ua .|n .egrallo.n © oe _en5| y .ran5| 'on .
. . S . increased residential density within existing regulations for increases in
family neighborhoods by requiring significant changes in . . . . . . .
. . - . low-density residential neighborhoods to expand density with affordable housing
density be transitioned near these existing neighborhoods. . . . . . .
" . . .- . . housing options and promote inclusivity. Recognize were adopted in 2019 (MVMC
Ways to transition from higher-density to existing single-family . . . .
H-P-2.1.2 . ) L . that, over time, this may result in an evolution of 17.73.100)
neighborhoods include (but are not limited to) the following: .
) . . . - neighborhood character, and work to ensure that
reducing densities and building heights closest to existing . T
. . . changes are thoughtfully managed through As a result, this policy is shifting
neighborhoods; and require landscaping treatments and . . .
. . . . development standards, community engagement, and | focus to address middle housing
fencing surrounding higher density developments. . . e
infrastructure planning. infill.
Is this referring to possible TDRs within a parcel?
Policy 3.4: Consider adopting flexible lot size standards .
. . . . . 'Y . ! . p. b . X! 'z Revise to reflect the need for
Consider adopting regulations such as flexible lot sizes that that let multiple residential units share a lot and . . 0 .
o . . . . . increased diversity in lot sizes to
H-P-2.1.3 encourage infill development on small lots consistent with the encourage clustering to keep density high while ) .
. ), . s . respond to middle housing, and
neighborhood’s character. protecting critical areas, preserving open space, and . L .
. . clustering subdivision scenarios
using infrastructure efficiently.
. Policy 3.5: Allow the construction of attached and Changed to reflect HB 1337 Stronger language than “allow”...“facilitate”?
Encourage the construction of attached and detached accessory &y W ¢ . uet! . ¢ . 'g ¢ 'g . guag . W "
. S e . i detached accessory dwelling units on all lots in requirements (owner occupancy | Considering tools like pre-approved plans,
H-P-2.1.4 dwelling units in single-family districts subject to specific . 4 . oo . .
. . single-family districts to help meet housing needs for a | and specific design standards for | workshops to help interested property owners
development, design and owner occupancy provisions. ; ;
variety of households and income levels. ADUs no longer allowed)
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H-0-2.2

Enhance the value, character and health of the City’s existing
housing stock by improving and extending the life of such
housing.

Goal 4: Preserve and enhance the value, character,
health, and affordability of the City’s existing housing
stock by prioritizing its preservation, improvement,
and long-term safety and quality.

Consolidating with 0-4.2

understand their options and the process could be
ways to proactively encourage this.

HOUSING PRESERVATION AND IMPROVEMENT

H-P-2.2.1

In cooperation with the County and public or private housing
agencies, the City should periodically assess housing conditions
to identify areas of the city needing rehabilitation and to
monitor previous rehabilitation efforts, contingent upon
funding availability.

Policy 4.1: In cooperation with the County and public
or private housing agencies, the City should
periodically assess housing conditions to identify areas
of the city needing rehabilitation and to monitor
previous rehabilitation efforts, contingent upon
funding availability.

No change

H-P-2.2.2

Encourage private reinvestment in residential neighborhoods
and private rehabilitation of existing housing by providing
information, technical assistance, and referrals to appropriate
agencies and organizations.

Policy 4.2: Encourage private reinvestment in
residential neighborhoods and private rehabilitation
of existing housing by providing information, technical
assistance, and referrals to appropriate agencies and
organizations.

No change

H-P-2.2.3

Consider additional funding to strengthen the City’s existing
code enforcement efforts with the goal of reducing the amount
of substandard housing, renovation of homes in need of repair,
and to preserve the health, safety and affordability of the City’s
existing housing stock.

Policy 4.3: Consider additional funding to strengthen
the City’s existing code enforcement efforts with the
goal of reducing the amount of substandard housing,
renovation of homes in need of repair, and to preserve
the health, safety and affordability of the City’s
existing housing stock.

No change

H-P-2.2.4

In cooperation with Skagit County, the City should encourage
the preservation of existing housing. Private investment should
be encouraged in older residential neighborhoods,
manufactured home parks, and multifamily complexes to
ensure the health, safety and affordability of existing housing.
Programs supporting weatherization, home repair and
rehabilitation, and infrastructure maintenance should be
supported.

Policy 4.4: In cooperation with Skagit County, the City
should encourage the preservation of existing
housing. Private investment should be encouraged in
older residential neighborhoods, manufactured home
parks, and multifamily complexes to ensure the
health, safety and affordability of existing housing.
Programs supporting weatherization, home repair and
rehabilitation, and infrastructure maintenance should
be supported.

No change

Policy 4.5: In conjunction with public and private
housing providers, the City should identify and
encourage preservation of affordable units in publicly
assisted (subsidized) housing developments that are at
risk of converting to market-rate housing.

Moved from below

Mount Vernon Comprehensive Plan Update
Housing Element: DRAFT Goals and Policies
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OR POLICY NUMBER
COMMENTS
H-G3 Proposed to be deleted
H-0-53+% Proposed to be deleted
H-P-34+4% Revised under Policy 1.9
H-64 Proposed to be deleted
H-6-44% Proposed to be deleted
H-P433 Moved to Policy 2.10 and revised
H-P-442 Moved to Policy 2.11
H-P-443 Moved to Policy 2.12
H-P434 City-withineach-Censustractratherthanoverlyconecentrated Moved to Policy 2.13
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OR POLICY NUMBER
COMMENTS
Remove, design standards for
HP445 affordable housing adopted in
MVMC 17.73.100

H-P416 Moved to Policy 2.14
H-P-447 Moved to Policy 2.15

Identify and cajcalogue ‘real property owr\ed py the City that is Periodically update the city’s catalogue of real Suggest expand!ng this to ma.rk_et rate housing as

no longer required for its purposes and is suitable for the . . . . well, unless projects are subsidized. For example,

i property owned by the City that is no longer required Updated to encourage updating . .

development of affordable housing for very-low to moderate ) L . city-owned parcels downtown on the riverfront or
H-P-4.1.8 . . . for its purposes and is suitable for the development of | of database which was . . .- .

income households. The inventory should be provided to the . . . the public works office building. Prioritizing

. . . . affordable housing for very-low to moderate income completed in 2019. . .
State Office of Community Development in accordance with affordable housing over market rate housing could
households. . .

state law. result in neither, and we need both.
H-6-42 Consolidated with Goal 4
HP424 Moved to Policy 4.5
H-P422 Moved to Policy 7.9
REGIONAL COORDINATION

Work collaboratively with other jurisdictions, agencies and Goal 5 Work collaboratively with other jurisdictions,

. . agencies and stakeholders to promote the

H-0-4.3 stakeholders to promote the preservation and creation of local . . . No change

and regional affordable housine strategies preservation and creation of local and regional

& 8 gles. affordable housing strategies.

H-P4343 Remove, program completed

Page 8 of 13
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Policy 5.1:: Collaborate with Skagit County, local cities,
and public housing authorities to take part in regional
affordable housing initiatives. The goal is to expand
access to low-income housing, permanent supportive
housing, and emergency shelters. These
multi-jurisdictional programs will be joint efforts
involving public agencies, non-profits, and other
housing providers, working together to meet
community housing needs.

New policy
Reflects Countywide Planning
Policy 4.8

Policy 5.2: Participate in developing a countywide,
actionable strategy to guide the coordinated
development of publicly supported housing projects.
This strategy should include a comprehensive funding
plan that addresses both capital and ongoing
operating costs.

New policy
Reflects Countywide Planning
Policy 4.9

Encourage, assist, and partner with organizations that can
construct, manage, and provide affordable housing to those

Policy 5.3: Encourage, assist, and partner with
organizations that can construct, manage, and provide
affordable housing to those earning 80% of the area

Minor rewrite to spell out AMI

affordable and special needs housing.

creation of affordable and special needs housing.

H-P-4.3.2 earning 80% or less of the AMI during all stages of siting and o . .,
. . . median income (AMI) or less during all stages of siting | acronym
project planning and when applying for county, state and . . .
. and project planning and when applying for county,
federal funding. .
state and federal funding.
Work regionally and with other jurisdictions to jointly fund Policy 5.4: Work regionally and with other jurisdictions
H-P-4.3.3 . L . No change
affordable housing. to jointly fund affordable housing.
Support state and federal funding and policies that promote Policy 5.5: Support state and federal funding and
H-P-4.3.4 . i, . No change
affordable housing. policies that promote affordable housing.
Poli .6: Explore with th n her local
Explore with the County, other local jurisdictions, and private ) o‘cy.5 .6 plore . th the C(?u t.y, o.t e‘ ocd
e - jurisdictions, and private lending institutions the
H-P-4.3.5 lending institutions the availability and enhancement of I . No change
. . availability and enhancement of educational programs
educational programs for first time homebuyers. s
for first time homebuyers.
. . . L Policy 5.7: Coordinate with private lending institutions Is this traditionally the role of the City, and how
Coordinate with private lending institutions to encourage the . - . . . . -
. S . . ) to encourage the creation and availability of financing does this work in practice?
creation and availability of financing mechanisms such as .
H-P-4.3.6 . mechanisms such as reverse mortgage programs, No change
reverse mortgage programs, housing trust funds, and loan pools . ) .
) . . housing trust funds, and loan pools for local financing
for local financing of affordable housing. .
of affordable housing.
Encourage interjurisdictional cooperative efforts and Policy 5.8: Encourage interjurisdictional cooperative
H-P-4.3.7 public-private partnerships to advance the creation of efforts and public-private partnerships to advance the | No change
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COMMENTS

2016 GOAL, OBJECTIVE,

OR POLICY NUMBER

Policy 5.9: Continue to promote home ownership for
low-Income households earning up to 80% of the area | Added “area” to be consistent
median income (AMI) through support of the Home with other policies mentioning

support of the Home Trust of Skagit and other similar . . .
PP . g . Trust of Skagit and other similar organizations that AMI.
organizations that could be created in the future. )
could be created in the future.

MONITORING AND ADAPTATION OF HOUSING POLICIES

Goal 6: Ensure housing policies and regulations remain
effective, equitable, and responsive by regularly
monitoring housing trends and adapting policies to
meet evolving community needs.

Continue to promote home ownership for low-Income

. o o
H-P-4.3.8 households earning up to 80% of the median income through

New Goal

Policy 6.1: Create an evidence-based system for

Create an evidence based system for collecting and analyzin . ) .
¥ & yzing collecting and analyzing data and plan adaptive

data and plan adaptive strategies that will assist the City in

H-O-4.4 . . . . strategies that will assist the City in proactively No change
proactively encouraging the preservation and creation of . . .
Affordable housing in the Cit encouraging the preservation and creation of
& ¥ affordable housing in the City.
H-P444 Delete
Policy 6.2: Involve residents, developers, nonprofits,
and advocacy groups in evaluating the impacts of New policy

existing regulations and identifying needed
adjustments.
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DRAFT #1: 06/30/2025

CITY COUNCIL, PLANNING COMMISSION, CITIZEN
ADVISORY COMMITTEE & OTHER PUBLIC
COMMENTS

Policy 6.3: Monitor housing supply, affordability, and

H-G-5

Promote the development, and collaborate with service
providers, to develop a variety of housing solutions for those
with special needs including, but not limited to:

Victims of domestic violence;

Persons afflicted with alcohol/drug addiction;
Persons afflicted with behavior health issues;
Persons coming from corrections and psychiatric
institutions,

Nursing homes and foster care; and,

® Persons that are homeless.

demographic trends to inform updates to zoning, New policy

development standards, and housing programs.

Policy 6.4: Use metrics such as housing production,

cost burden, displacement risk, and permitting .
New policy

timelines to assess whether policies are achieving
desired outcomes.

Goal 7: Promote and collaborate with service
providers to develop a variety of housing solutions for
those with special needs including, but not limited to:
e Victims of domestic violence;
® Persons afflicted with alcohol/drug addiction;
e Persons afflicted with behavior health issues;
® Persons coming from corrections and
psychiatric institutions,
o Nursing homes and foster care; and,
® Persons that are homeless.

Minor rewrite for clarity

SUPPORT TO INDIVIDUALS EXPERIENCING OR AT RISK OF HOMELESSNESS OR THAT HAVE SPECIAL HOUSING NEEDS

H-O-5.1

e Work closely with appropriate agencies in the region to
develop and implement policies and programs addressing
special housing needs for vulnerable populations.

Policy 7.1: Work closely with appropriate agencies in
the region to develop and implement policies and
programs addressing special housing needs for
vulnerable populations.

No change

H-P-5.1.1

Encourage opportunities for assisted housing for people with
special needs by:

a. Adopting land use policies and regulations that treat
government-assisted housing and other low-income
housing the same as housing of a similar size and density;

b. Permitting group living situations, including those where
residents receive such supportive services as counseling,
foster care or medical supervision in accordance with State
and Federal Laws; and

Encouraging developers and owners of assisted housing units to
undertake activities to establish and maintain positive
relationships with neighbors.

Policy 7.2: Encourage opportunities for assisted
housing for people with special needs by encouraging
developers and owners of assisted housing units to
undertake activities to establish and maintain positive
relationships with neighbors.

Removed items a) and b) which
were implemented by MVMC
17.67, 17.210, and 8.50

Is this meant to support a positive reputation for
assisted housing, and is this traditionally a role of
the City?

With the removal of items a) and b) | would
suggest striking it completely.

H-P-5.1.2

Encourage coordination among providers of social, health,
counseling, and other services to families, children, and persons
with special needs including seniors, persons with physical or

Policy 7.3: Encourage coordination among providers of
social, health, counseling, and other services to
families, children, and persons with special needs
including seniors, persons with physical or mental

No change
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2016 GOAL, OBJECTIVE
’ ! 2016 GOAL/OBJECTIVE/POLICY LANGUAGE 2025 NEW GOAL/OBJECTIVE/ POLICY LANGUAGE TYPE/REASON FOR CHANGE ADVISORY COMMITTEE & OTHER PUBLIC
OR POLICY NUMBER
COMMENTS
mental disabilities, persons with terminal iliness, or other disabilities, persons with terminal iliness, or other
special needs. special needs.
Policy 7.4: Continue to collaborate with and support
The City should collaborate and support social service agencies | social service agencies that support the development
that support the development and implementation of a and implementation of a comprehensive approach to Rewritten for clarity, also added
comprehensive approach to the prevention, transition, and the prevention of homelessness and the transition “continue” to reflect recent
H-P-5.1.3 stabilization of the homeless. Programs and services that and stabilization of the homeless. Programs and efforts and partnerships with the
decrease potential homelessness, stop recurring homelessness, | services that decrease potential homelessness, stop County and Catholic Housing
and to promote long-term self-sufficiency (such as the Housing | recurring homelessness, and promote long-term Services.
First model) should be encouraged. self-sufficiency (such as the Housing First model)
should be encouraged.
Support the development of facilities and services for
chronically
homeless, homeless, and those who are at-risk of becoming
homeless by: Policy 7.5: Adopt land use regulations allowing
Adc.J.p'Fing land use regulat.ions that streamline the siting of emergency housing and emergencyishelter in all zones Changed policy to reflect changes
H-P-5.1.4 facilities such as the creation of an overlay zone, or a where hotels are allowed and allowing permanent
. . . . . . . . ., o to the GMA from HB1220.
demonstration zoning ordinance. Consider adopting regulations | supportive housing, transitional housing in all zones
within an overlay zone, demonstration zoning ordinance, or where housing is allowed, as required by state law.
other mechanism that allows these facilities to be developed
based on occupancy characteristics versus density allowed in
different zoning designations.
. . . Policy 7.6: Consider and enhance incentives to
Consider incentives to encourage the establishment of fully i .
. . L 1 erees . encourage the establishment of fully accessible
accessible housing for people with disabilities, which exceed the . L e Letees . » ”
. . . . . housing for people with disabilities, which exceed the | Added “and enhance” to reflect
minimum requirements for accessible units otherwise L . . . . .
H-P-5.1.5 . . - . minimum requirements for accessible units otherwise | the adoption of some such
mandated by federal and state law, including providing density . . . . .
. . . . . mandated by federal and state law, including providing | incentives.
bonuses for additional units that incorporate universal design or . o . .
- . - density bonuses for additional units that incorporate
other similar design principles. . . . . o
universal design or other similar design principles.
A . Policy 7.7: Ensure that facilities and services to meet
Ensure that facilities and services to meet the health care, . . .
. . i . the health care, treatment, social service, and transit
H-P-5.1.6 treatment, social service, and transit needs of households with . . No change
. . needs of households with special needs are part of
special needs are part of housing development plans. .
housing development plans.
Policy 7.8: Through the City’s plans and regulations,
Through the City’s plans and regulations, location of housing for | location of housing for disabled persons and/or
disabled persons and/or seniors should be promoted near or seniors should be promoted near or within sites
H-P-5.1.7 within sites where neighborhood centers, shopping centers, where neighborhood centers, shopping centers, public | No change
public transportation and/or parks or open space to facilitate transportation and/or parks or open space to facilitate
their maximum participation in the community. their maximum participation in the community.
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE & OTHER PUBLIC
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Policy 7.9: Encourage relocation assistance and
replacement housing to be developed, where feasible,
to help low-income households when displacement is
unavoidable

Goal 8: Advance housing equity by actively addressing
racially disparate impacts, reducing exclusionary
practices, and preventing displacement in
neighborhoods historically shaped by segregation,
disinvestment, and inequitable planning. Promote
inclusive growth that ensures all residents have access
to safe, affordable, and opportunity-rich housing
options.

Moved

RACIALLY DISPARATE IMPACTS, EXCLUSION, AND DISPLACEMENT

New goal, responding to HB 1220

Policy 8.1: Reform zoning and land use policies that
contribute to residential segregation or restrict
affordable housing development in high-opportunity
areas.

New policy, responding to HB
1220

Policy 8.2: Consider support for or implementation of
anti-displacement tools such as tenant protections,
preservation of naturally affordable housing, and
community ownership models (e.g., land trusts,
co-0ps).

New policy, responding to HB
1220

Policy 8.3: Use data to monitor racial disparities in
housing access, affordability, ownership, eviction, and
displacement. Prioritize policy responses in
neighborhoods most affected by historic and current
inequities.

New policy, responding to HB
1220

Policy 8.4: Support affordable housing development in
exclusionary, high-opportunity neighborhoods
through incentives, inclusionary housing policies, and
fair housing enforcement.

New policy, responding to HB
1220

Policy 8.5: Create meaningful, ongoing engagement
processes with BIPOC communities, low-income
residents, and tenant groups to shape housing policy
and ensure accountability.

New policy, responding to HB
1220
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