
Comment:
The City’s draft code updates (as of 10/7/25) copies the “Cottage Housing” definition from the Commerce model code, except for one 
spot: parking for a cottage development’s community building is moved to a completely different section of the code, and word
“required” is inserted before “community building”—a new requirement found nowhere in legislation or the Commerce model code.

Explanation:
The Commerce model code is 
on the left; all except for the 
final sub-point was copied onto 
page 11 of the City’s draft code 
at right.  The final sub-point, 
with the word “required” 
appears on page 42 of the City’s 
draft code, below right.

Recommendation
The word “required” should be
removed from any cottage 
community building references
in City code. If the City wishes
to expand upon the Commerce
model code, it could consider 
concepts like allowing cottage
density bonuses in exchange for 
size limits: our neighbor 
Anacortes does this in Chapter 
19.43 of their code 
(https://anacortes.municipal.co
des/AMC/19.43.040)
Notably, neither Anacortes nor
the model code says anything
about requiring community
buildings for cottage
developments.


